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The beautiful planet Pern seemed a paradise to its new colonistsâ€•until unimaginable terror turned

it into hell. Suddenly deadly spores were falling like silver threads from the sky, devouring

everythingâ€•and everyoneâ€•in their path. It began to look as if the colony, cut off from Earth and

lacking the resources to combat the menace, was doomed.Then some of the colonists noticed that

the small, dragonlike lizards that inhabited their new world were joining the fight against Thread,

breathing fire on it and teleporting to safety. If only, they thought, the dragonets were big enough for

a human to ride and intelligent enough to work as a team with a rider.â€¦And so they set their most

talented geneticist to work to create the creatures Pern so desperately neededâ€•Dragons!
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A small group of settlers have risked everything on the information of a survey of Pern a hundred

years or more before. They have traveled 15 years in deep sleep on older spaceships to reach the

new planet and to start a whole new way of life. Some come because they want the chance to own

their own land, others come for the adventure, others come for riches. When they first arrive on

Pern, it truly feels like a paradise. The settlers choose a valley at the base of three inactive

volcanoes to be their first settlement, which they call Landing. The settlers are eagerly

experimenting with seeds and plants brought from other planets and trying to get animals settled

and fertilized. Schools to teach children about their new life are quickly organized. Charter members



of the group get first pick of land and set out exploring and claiming their small holdings. Others are

content to live in Landing and to wait for their turn to spread out. All seems to be perfect...Eight

years later, the settlers notice an unusual cloud formation and think that there is a storm coming in.

But when silver thread-like things start falling from the sky and devouring anything organic that can

be found, paradise turns into a kind of living hell. The only bright spot that can be found in the whole

tragedy is that the fire lizards seemed to know when the thread was coming and warned their

owners to get inside where it was safe. The colony hopes that the thread-fall was a one-time

occurrence, but then they notice the star with the irregular orbit that has slowly gotten closer to the

planet and they realize that the thread is going to keep coming back. Many colonists despair and

demand that the leaders send out the homing beacon to bring help from earth, but that could take

10 years or more, if help comes at all.
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